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World class British manufacturer Griffon Hoverwork set to sign biggest
contract yet with the Indian Coast Guard
Griffon Hoverwork Limited is in the
closing stages of securing a contract
worth some £34 million to build 12 of
their 8000TD medium hovercraft for the
Indian Coastguard. This constitutes the
largest order ever for UK hovercraft and
provides some 3 years of work for the
company, including extensive training
both in the UK and India, where their
product support distributor MSC Mumbai
will deliver a full spares/maintenance
programme.

configured to carry passengers, vehicles
and equipment for disaster relief or
medical evacuation. At 21.3m in length
and with a payload of 8 tonnes, it can
reach speeds of 45 knots and is powered
by two Iveco diesel engines.

From Delhi where he is part of Prime
Minister David Cameron’s party, Business
Secretary Dr. Vince Cable said:

The craft proposed by Griffon Hoverwork
are an upgraded version of the Indian
Coast Guard’s existing fleet, but with
several enhancements thanks to design
and technology improvements and the
research invested by Griffon Hoverwork
in product development.

"This contract is a very significant step for
this Southampton-based firm. Patrolling a
coastline as long as that of India is a huge
challenge and I am delighted that a UK
firm has been selected to help the Indian
coastguard in this task. I wish the
company every success in their future,
and hope this partnership leads on to
further cooperation."
The 8000TD is a popular craft for
Coastguard operations, as it can be

The Indian Coastguard acquired six
8000TDs in 2001, pictured above in a
variety of roles, two of which were built
at Griffon Hoverwork’s UK premises and
four in Calcutta.

Due to the benefits these craft have
brought to the Indian Coastguard’s
capabilities, a tender was announced in
November 2009 for the procurement of
another 12 hovercraft.
Griffon
Hoverwork prepared a bid, which was
submitted on Christmas Eve 2009, and
the process of negotiation was
successfully brought to its final stages

earlier this week.
Military customers of the Griffon range
include the Royal Marines and Swedish
Amphibious Battalion, for whom the
hovercraft is a vital asset during
reconnaissance missions and fast,
amphibious assault. Paramilitary and
coastguard organisations from Canada to
Kuwait rely on their craft to police and
patrol shallow coastal waters.
Griffon Hoverwork leads the World in the
design, manufacture and operation of
hovercraft, with more than 150
hovercraft in service in over 40 countries.
Formed from the UK’s two leading
hovercraft manufacturers in April 2009
under the Bland Group, the company has
doubled in size over the last 12 months,
progress which is set to continue as the
company moves to bigger premises in the
next few months to begin work on their
latest contract.
The company hopes to clinch other
contracts in India, providing more
employment in both countries.
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